
Selected Arts Are Core Resources 
 
Most of the books have been selected for content and illustration/art style. More resources can be found on the Utah School and Youth Garden Network, 
http://www.utahgardennetwork.org/resources.htm 
 
Resource Art/Music Language Arts Science  Mathematics Social Studies 

Books Hollyhocks and 
Honeybees: Garden 
Projects for Young 
Children, Sara Starbuck, 
Marla, Olthof, Karen 
Midden 
 
Growing Colors, Bruce 
McMillan 
 
Inch by Inch: The Garden 
Song, David Mallett 
 
Nature’s Art Box, Laura C. 
Martin 
 
Plant a Rainbow, Lois 
Elhert 
 
The Reason for a Flower, 
Ruth Heller 
 
The Tiny Seed, Eric Carle 
 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, Eric Carle 
 
The Garden Show 
Musical,  (DVD) Bad Wolf 
Press 

Diary of a Worm, Doreen 
Cronin 
 
Down to Earth, Michael J. 
Rosen 
 
Eating the Alphabet, Lois 
Ehlert 
 
From Seed to Plant, Gail 
Gibbons 
 
Plantzilla, Jerdine Nolen & 
Brian Keliher 
 
Pumpkin Circle: The Story of a 
Garden, George Levenson 
 
Pumpkin, Pumpkin, Jeanne 
Titherington 
 
Seeds Grow!, Angela Shelf 
Medearis 
 
The Empty Pot, Sue Demi 
 
The Gardener, Sarah Stewart 

A Handful of Dirt, Raymond 
Bial 
 
A Seed is Sleepy, Dianna Hutts 
Aston 
 
From Caterpillar to Butterfly, 
Deborah Heiligman 
 
Green Thumbs: A Kid's 
Activity Guide to Indoor and 
Outdoor Gardening, Laurie 
Carlson 
 
Grow it Again, Elizabeth 
MacLeod 
 
Kids’ Container Gardening, 
Cindy Krezel 
 
Plant Plumbing: A Book About 
Roots & Stems, Susan 
Blackaby 
 
This Year’s Garden, Cynthia 
Rylant 

A Remainder of One, Elinor J. 
Pinczes 
 
Anno’s Magic Seeds, 
Mitsumasa Anno 
 
Bean Thirteen, Matthew 
McElligott 
 
How Many Seeds in a 
Pumpkin?, Margaret 
McNamara (Great for 
teaching stats!) 
 
One Grain of Rice: A 
Mathematical Folktale, Sue 
Demi 
 
One Hundred Hungry Ants, 
Elinor J. Pincaes 
 
Spaghetti and Meatballs for 
All, Marilyn Burns 
 
The Life and Times of the 
Honeybee, Charles Micucci 

Bee Keeper, Linda Oatman 
High  
 
Esperanza Rising, Pam 
Munoz Ryan 
 
Farmer George Plants A 
Nation, Peggy Thomas 

 
Pumpkins, Jacqueline 
Farmer 
 
The Garden of Happiness, 
Erika Tamar 
 
The Summer My Father 
Was Ten, Pat Brisson 
 
The Beeman, Laurie Krebs 
 
The Tree Farmer, Chuck 
Leavell, Nicholas Cravotta 
 
Weslandia, Paul Fleischman 
 
When the Bees Fly Home, 
Andrea Cheng 

Instructional 
Units/Lesson 
Plans 

Look What I did with a 
Leaf!, Morteza E. sohi 

Literature in the Garden, 
Junior Master Gardening 
Program 
 
The Sunflower Story 

Dirt Secrets in the Soil 
 
Got Dirt 
 
Exploratorium:  Science of 
Gardening 

Bean Thirteen Projects and 
Lesson Plans (goes with book 
noted above) 
 
Food Models (Nutrition Math) 
 

Native American Gardening, 
Michael J. Caduto & Joseph 
Bruchac 
 
In the Three Sisters’ Garden 
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Resource Art/Music Language Arts Science  Mathematics Social Studies 

 
Garden Mosaics 

The Growing Classroom: 
Garden-Based Science, 
Roberta Jaffe 
 
Math in the Garden 
 

The Three Sisters: Exploring 
an Iroquois Garden (PDF 
link) 

Activities (by 
grade level) 

K-2: Sorting activity on 
fruit and vegetable colors 
(shades, hues, tones) 
 
3-4: Eric Carle Flower or 
Butterfly art project (look 
at Google Images to view 
butterfly types and 
colors), Bumble Bee, 
Worm, Caterpillar, 
Butterfly Puppets for 
puppet show (e.g. paper 
bags, garden glove 
puppets , sock puppets) , 
Perform Garden Show 
 
5-6: Watercolor Painting 
USDA Pomological (Fruit) 
Watercolor Collection 

Pumpkin, Pumpkin (story 
telling) 
 
Creating a Garden Journal 

K-2: Leaf and Seed Rubbings, 
Leaf and Seed Pressings in 
clay (textures, inverse 
principles), Seed Mosaic: 
Patterns & Textures (Beans & 
Crop Art), Butterfly Life-Cycle 
Art (Mobile, Pasta Life Cycle, 
Video) 
 
3-4:, Bee Thumbprints & 
Honeycombs,  Soil Painting 
 
5-6: Plant Imprinting on 
Fabric, Plant pressing and 
Dried Art Arrangements & 
Flower Anatomy. Pond water 
illustration 

Ragdoll Germination 
Percentage Test 
 
Measuring Wind with a 
Windsock 
 
Next Year’s Seeds (Good math 
and garden needs an art 
integration) 
 
 

Art in the 21
st

 Century: Art 
in Nature 
 
Creating a Three Sisters 
Gardening 
 
Corn Husk Dolls 
 
Pioneer Hand Painted Tops 
 
Tin Can Lantern 
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